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INDICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION FOR THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
EXCLUDING THE UNITED STATES AND CUBA 


Western Hemisphere Branch ay 
Foreign Regional Analysis Division 
Economic Research Service 


INTRODUCTORY NOTES 


The indices of agricultural production in this publication were prepared 
as a part of a continuing assessment of the current agricultural situation 
abroad. The formula for the country indices is Laspeyre's base-weighted ag- 
gregative formula. The weights are estimates of 1961-65 average prices re- 
ceived by farmers, expressed in U.S. dollars per metric ton. The regional 
indices were computed from the sums of the country aggregates for the various 
regions. This method involves a bias favoring countries with relatively 
comprehensive commodity coverage or relatively high price weights, but this 
bias is normally not serious enough to offset the advantage of flexibility in 
the grouping of countries into various alternative regions (e.g. The Caribbean 
and Central America). Indices of food production were computed from aggregates 
covering edible products which contribute energy to the diet, regardless of 
the extent to which they are actually used for food. Coffee is, therefore, 
excluded from the indices of food production. Per capita indices were 
computed by dividing the country or regional indices of total production by 
appropriate “ndices of population (1961-65 = 100). 


To avoid double counting of livestock products and feed in certain coun- 
tries, a constant fraction of the aggregate value of output of livestock prod- 
ucts has been subtracted. This constant percentage represents the base period 
average relation between the value of livestock products and the value (at 
1961-65 price weights) of quantities of crops and derived products (bran, oil- 
cake, molasses, beet pulp) used for feed in 1961-65. This method treats a 
nation's agriculture as though it consisted of two farms, one producing and 
selling nothing but c.:~s, and the other producing livestock products buying 
all feed except pastiur . It may overvalue feed by applying to the crops fed a 
price which refers to qualities of crops used for human consumption, but if 
this is the case the overvaluation of the crops needs to be offset by the feed 
deduction. 


Meat data are on a carcass weight basis including slaughter of domestic 
and imported livestock, except where commercial slaughter only is indicated. 
Data for mutton include goat meat. Data for milk include goat milk when 
available. . 


For a few countries in which the value of foreign trade in live cattle is 
significant relative to the value of total agricultural production, the value 
(at 1961-65 average prices) of live cattle exports has been added and the 
value of live cattle imports has been subtracted. This procedure is considered 


1/ Data for statistical compilations prepared by Rena E. Perley. 


preferable to adjusting the statistics on production of meat to reflect the 
national production of live animals. Allowances have not been made for coun- 
tries which have insignificant international trade in live animals. 


Statistics on production of most products were received from the Foreign 
Agricultural Service (FAS). When figures from FAS were unavailable, data were 
compiled from official publications or from reports and publications of FAO 
and other international organizations. In a few cases, in the absence of other 
data, the ERS country specialist has made his own estimates based on past trends 
and his knowledge of the situatinn; such figures are naturally subject to error. 
Most of the production estimates for 1971 used in this publication were received 
from FAS before February 8 but a few were received later; all are preliminary. 


The time reference is the calendar year in which the bulk of the crop is 
harvested, with the exceptions noted below. Data for coffee and cocoa beans 
for all countries refer to the marketing years beginning in the indicated 
calendar years, even though most or all of the harvest occurs between January 1 
and the end of the marketing year (e.g. cocoa beans in Trinidad and Tobago and 
in Venezuela). 


The reader should note that the production figures in this publication dif- 
fer from those published by FAS with respect to cotton in Brazil, Colombia, and 
Peru because in each case there are separate figures for output.of distinct 
portions of the crop harvested early in the calendar year and late in the year. 
FAS combines the early harvest of a given year with the late harvest of the 
previous year, while here they have been left on a calendar year basis. 


The reader is cautioned against misinterpretation of the aggregates, which 
are shown in "million dollars at constant prices." These aggregates are pub- 
lished for the convenience of users who may wish to calculate the effect of 
revisions in the estimates of production. The aggregates do not measure the 
gross value of agricultural production, gross sales by farmers, or the farming 
component of the gross domestic product, although changes from year to year in 
the aggregates may be correlated with similar changes in those other series. 


Washington, D.C. March 1972 
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